Nets for Nets Leaders’ Guide:
READY: SET: AIM: SWISH!
How to Get Your School Involved in the Fight Against Malaria

Nets for Nets can work for any sport that uses a net: basketball, soccer, field hockey, tennis, volleyball, ice hockey, lacrosse. The idea is to hold a fun event to show people how we can be part of the solution to stop malaria and raise money to support programs that are successful in the fight. Be creative! Have fun!
Here’s the problem:  One million people die from malaria each year, mostly children living in Africa. And it’s preventable.
Here’s how you can be part of the solution: Participate in a Basketball  (or other sport) Shootout and raise money for malaria prevention programs run by Catholic Relief Services.
Go for the goal! Let us hear how you made it happen. Send photos and comments to campus@crs.org
Nets for Nets: Free-Throw Basketball Shootout 
[image: ]Hold a halftime shootout for fans and players during the men’s and women’s basketball games.
Ready: Invite the Team(s)
· Invite the men’s and women’s varsity basketball teams and coaches to host a global malaria benefit event during an upcoming home game. 
· Ask the team to help publicize the event and find sponsors. 
Set: Raise Donations
· Invite students, faculty and staff to participate in a free-throw shootout for malaria bed nets. 
· Request participants find sponsors to donate $10 or multiples of $10 to Catholic Relief Services malaria prevention.
· Solicit donations of gift certificates or items from local merchants that can be raffled off or given away as prizes to winning participants. See if any of the merchants will match the amount of money you raise if you hit a certain number of baskets (say, 25). Challenge them to match double the amount if you make twice the number of baskets.  A sample sponsorship letter is provided on this website.
· Publicize the event in your school newspaper, local community newspaper, bulletin boards, Facebook, MySpace, media, school radio or website. A sample press release is provided on this website.
Aim: Welcome the Fans
· Have a welcome table where people can sign up for the shootout. Put up global malaria posters with photos, malaria fact sheets and your event’s fundraising goal where everyone can see them as they arrive.
· At the event, have a DJ play music to keep up the energy, and have a student on the microphone commenting on the contest and providing continuous facts about malaria. 
· If you are going to share your photos of the event with CRS, have copies of the photo release form for participants to sign.
· If you have raffle items, set up a raffle table and have someone run it. 
Swish: Shoot It Out!
· Pair each participant with a player from team. 
· Give each pair one minute to shoot as many baskets as they can from the free-throw line. Keep track of the number of baskets completed, and remind people that each basket brings us one step closer to eradicating malaria around the world. 
· Top winners go on to next round(s) until there is an overall winner. 
After the Event:
· Thank participants through e-mails, school newspaper and social networks.
· Thank merchants or others from the community who helped make the event a success.
· Send proceeds donated by participants to:
Nets for Nets
Catholic Relief Services
P.O. Box 17090
Baltimore, MD 21203-7090
To ensure your donation goes toward the support of CRS’ malaria work, please write in the memo box Nets for Nets. 
 (
Contributions raised through Nets for Nets will be used to fund activities that support CRS’ malaria projects worldwide. Actual bed nets associated with these projects are provided to CRS by a generous grant from the Global Fund to Fight AIDS, Tuberculosis and Malaria.
)


Tips for Putting on a Successful Nets for Nets Event:
· Place the event within a larger campus wide series of events dealing with global poverty. 
· Create your own variation using other sports with nets like soccer, volleyball, lacrosse or tennis. 
· Request a donor to match the money you raise. 

What Else Can I Do?
Nets for Nets Event Variations: 
Game-Time Raffle: Hold a giant raffle during a home basketball game. Obtain gift certificates worth $10 or more from campus stores, students, faculty, alumni donors and local merchants. Set a goal such as, “We’ll draw for a gift certificate every time the home team scores points!”
Halftime Service Auction: Hold a live auction for services offered by team members, coaches, administrators and faculty. Services could include car washing, hosting a March Madness Game party, cooking a dinner, baby-sitting, tutoring, etc.
For more information, contact your local CRS university representative. 
[image: C:\Documents and Settings\swalters\My Documents\My Pictures\Microsoft Clip Organizer\j0441336.png]Send CRS Your Event Photos:
In order to use your photos on our website, we’ll need to have releases from people who are featured in the photos (that doesn’t mean the whole crowd, just if particular people are the main subject in the photo). Use CRS’ photo permission form at the event. E-mail the photos and copies of the photo release form to your local CRS university representative.
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